
 

2025 AHTF Annual Report 
MISSION: IMPROVE PATIENT OUTCOMES BY PROMOTING EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICE 
THROUGH FUNDING CLINICAL AND SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND EDUCATION. 

Message from the Chair 

 

Gary Solomon, MBA, MS, OTR/L, CHT 

Dear colleagues and friends,​
Our focus on advancing research, education, and clinical excellence in hand therapy has 
continued to drive innovation and improve patient care. Through generous contributions 
from donors and sponsors, we have expanded our grants, funded impactful research and 
education experiences, and supported the next generation of hand therapists. 

The AHTF Board of Directors works tirelessly to review and award grants and scholarships, 
raise funds, and guide AHTF toward fully attaining our mission.  We continue to evolve with 
the changing environment and look for new methods to support the hand therapy 
professional specialty. 

https://www.ahtf.org/about/board/


 
 

Operating Highlights 

In 2025, we were excited to introduce the “Hand in Hand Research Grant”, a $50,000 
funding opportunity made possible through a new partnership between the American 
Occupational Therapy Foundation, the American Society of Hand Therapists, and the 
American Hand Therapy Foundation! Applications are currently under review and will be 
awarded in 2026! 

Our 2025 research grants awarded include the Burkhaulter New Investigator Grant and Tri 
Alliance Grant, honoring the ASHT Founders. We also awarded the Jan Albrecht Scholarship 
and AHTF (Orthotics) Education Scholarship. 

https://www.aotf.org/Grants/AOTF-ASHT-AHTFs-Hand-in-Hand-Grant


Our Funding 

AHTF is solely dependent on the generosity of donations to fulfill our commitment to fund 
grants and scholarships. We are extremely grateful for the generosity of our individual 
donors as well as corporate supporters who enable us to achieve our mission.​
​
Thank you all for your support of AHTF,​
Gary 

Research Division 

 

April C. Cowan OTR, OTD, CHT​
Director of Grants 

The AHTF Research Division is excited about the number of applications received and 
congratulates the following research grant recipients. 

                  



Each year, AHTF offers multiple grants and scholarships and invites qualified 
applications. A list of AHTF’s funding opportunities is posted on our website, at 
https://www.ahtf.org/grants/, along with ample and helpful information about the 
application process. We encourage all of you to apply and/or help spread the word about 
these generous funding opportunities to your colleagues who participate in research. 
The AHTF Research Grants continue to benefit from a generous donation made in honor of 
Doris Ann Slack. The Slack Fund has enabled AHTF to grow our grant awards and we are 
grateful for the thoughtful contribution in her honor. 

Education Division 

 

Hannah Gift, OTR/L, CHT, COMT UE, CEAS​
Education Division Chair 

The education division continues to update its processes to improve the experiences of 
those applying for scholarships and those reviewing them. The Ida M. Stern Research 
Education Grant has been updated to now be offered at $2,000 to support a therapist 
pursuing additional research implementation skills. 

The Evelyn Mackin Travel Grant was awarded to Aviva Wolff in 2024 and was completed in 
2025 and was presented at the ASHT annual meeting and as a fundraiser for AHTF. 

The Janet Albrecht Memorial Scholarship was awarded to Victora Delgado to pursue her 
hand therapy certification. 

 

https://www.ahtf.org/grants/


The 2025 AHTF orthotics education scholarship is currently being reviewed. The 2 previous 
awardees, Anna Gray and Maya Bell, participated in their Hands-On Orthotics courses 
provided by ASHT. 

 

Fundraising Division Highlights 
 

 

Kirk Gober​
OTR, OTD, CHT​
Director of Fundraising 

The fundraising committee extends a heartfelt thanks to all the donors, sponsors, and 
cosponsors for their generous financial support of the foundation. Your contributions make 
grants and scholarships possible. Over the past year, the fundraising team has worked to 
deliver engaging in-person and virtual events. 

We recognize the American Society for Hand Therapy’s ongoing and unwavering support 
of the Foundation. ASHT and AHTF continue to work closely together to support each 
other’s goals. 
 
The Foundation benefits tremendously from an extraordinary $100,000 donation made in 
2022 from North Coast Medical, Inc., Mark E. Biehl, President and CEO. With this 
contribution, North Coast generously underwrites the AHTF annual fundraiser, Happy 
Hour with a Scholar, the Evelyn Mackin Travel Grant for Education and Research, and is 
the official underwriter of our website. Thank you, North Coast Medical! 
 
AHTF is pleased to underwrite the American Society of Hand Therapists' Scientific 
Sessions at the annual meeting through a generous donation from Jim and Beverly 
King. Thank you, Jim and Beverly, for your continuous support!  
 
We appreciate the support of everyone who contributed by applying for one of our grants, 
volunteering, and/or making a financial donation to the Foundation this year. We can only 
continue this magnificent work with your help.  Learn more about our funding 
opportunities and how to make an impact through contributions at https://www.ahtf.org/. 

https://www.ahtf.org/2025-happy-hour-with-a-scholar/
https://www.ahtf.org/2025-happy-hour-with-a-scholar/
https://www.ahtf.org/grants/evelyn-mackin-grant/
https://www.ahtf.org/
https://www.ahtf.org/


 

 

 



Highlights: 

AHTF Virtual 5k Run/Walk - 123 Participants and 17 teams 

 

 

Virtual Fundraising Event- Immediate Past Chair Jim King, PhD, OTR/L, CHT​
 ​ -68 Pushups for 68th Birthday Challenge 

 



AHTF Happy Hour with a Scholar Event- Speaker: Julianne W Howell, PT, MS, CHT.​
 ​ -“50 Years of Relative Motion: Changing Practice” 

​
 

Virtual Fundraising Event- Speaker: Aviva Wolff, EdD, OT, CHT​
​ -Healing that Lasts: How Training Therapists Multiplies Impact After War 

   



The AHTF Silent Auction held at ASHT 

   

   

  



Communications Division 

 

Marisol Monasterio, OTR, MOT, CHT​
Director of Communication 

The Communications Division continued to work closely with ASHT to promote the 2025 
ASHT Annual Conference.   We also participated in co-marketing efforts AOTF and ASHT to 
increase participation in the Hand in Hand Research Grant. The Committee has been actively 
building relationships with other associations, underwriters, and donors. 

Social Media Growth:​
LinkedIn Followers: 770 (+63)​
Instagram: 825 followers (+190), 18.3K views last 30 days​
Facebook: 1,113 followers (+211), 8,875 views last 28 days 

Financial Highlights 

 

Gretchen Bachman, OTD, OTR/L, MBA, CHT 

AHTF as a 501(C)3 independent Foundation relies solely on its generous supporters for 
revenue. Projected operating income for 2025 is approximately $95,000. Projected 2025 
operating expenses are approximately $69,000. 2025 restricted fund expenses included 
over $70,000 in Grants and Awards and underwriting of the 2025 ASHT Annual Meeting 
Scientific Session. 
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